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in the form of a fish. One day, while performing his ablutions, the
sage Manu caught a tiny fish, which begged for its life. And, lo, the
little fish began to grow, till it filled a whole lake and then the sea.
It next warned Manu of the approaching flood and ordered him,
as Jehovah did Noah, to place on board of an ark representatives of
all living species. When the flood came, Manu, by the aid of the great
serpent Vasuki, moored his ark to a horn of the giant fish; and thus
humanity was saved, and with it the whole animal world.1
The avatar of the boar (varaha avatar a) follows naturally upon
that of the fish. Overwhelmed by the deluge, the earth (Bhumi*devl)
lay in the depths of the water, where the demons (daityas) held it
captive. Then Vishnu transformed himself into a gigantic wild boar:
" Rushing across the heavens, with his tail raised, tossing his mane,
all bristling with prickly hairs, trampling the clouds underfoot, and
baring his white tusks, with flaming eyes/5 he plunged into the water,
" following the trail of the earth by scent." At last he found it in the
depths of the abyss, transfixed it with one of his tusks, and drew it up
to the surface, not omitting to crush the hostile demons on his way.
Hindu iconography frequently represents this episode, with the god
in the shape of a giant with a boar's head, bearing in his arms the
goddess of the earth, whom he had saved from the abyss.2
Next comes the avatar of the turtle (kurma avatdra) and the churn-
ing of the seas (Fig. 154).3 This is one of the most famous episodes
in Hindu mythology and is often reproduced by the sculptors of
India and Cambodia. After long warfare the gods (devas) and their
enemies, the Asuras or Titans, came together one day on the advice
of Vishnu in order to obtain the ambrosia (amrita) or drink confer-
ring immortality, which was hidden in the sea of milk. The gods and
the Asuras therefore went off together and uprooted Mount Mandara,
1  Gopinatha Rao, op. cit, Vol. I, Pt. i, 126.
2  Gopinatha Rao, op. cit., Vol. I, Pt. i, 128-45, with PL XXXVI (Mavalipuram)
and XXXVII (BadamI); Krishna Sastri, op. cit., p. 22.
3  Gopinatha Rao, op. cit., Vol. I, Pt. i, 126.